
PT 172 Fall 2020 7/31/2020 

 

Research Methods in Psychoanalysid 
PT 172 

Fall 2020 

Dr. Stephen Soldz 
ssoldz@bgsp.edu 

 
 
Course Description 

 
This course provides a theoretical and practical knowledge of research methodology, including 
principles of concept formation and research design. The course will help students gain skills for 
reading and evaluating published research, as well as begin work on their disserations. Students 
review important tools, methods and techniques for sound quantitative and qualitative 
research, including methods applicable psychoanalytic studies of a variety of topics. 
Throughout, there is an emphasis on research ethics and the requirements of ethical research 
practice.  
 
Objectives 

 

1. Students will acquire a preliminary understanding of social science research 
methodology. 

2. Students will learn the differences between fixed and flexible research designs with 
special attention to establishing the trustworthiness of findings. 

3. Students will learn to critically read and critique psychoanalytic research studies. 

4. This course will describe techniques of qualitative research as applied to psychoanalytic 
topics.  

5. Students will discuss the strengths and limitations of these methods. 

6. Students will develop their dissertation research questions. 

7. Students will begin their dissertation literature review. 
 

 
Course Requirements 

 
A one-page log on your personal reactions to class is due before each class. This can contain 
anything you wish to communicate to me. 
 
A one- page reading reaction is due for each class. Please try and summarize the key idea in the 
readings in 1-3 sentences. Then write about your thoughts on the topic, potential applications, 
critiques, limitations, etc. 
 
All readings EXCEPT ROBSON BOOK  are available on the BGSP website. You should also become 
familiar with The Publication Manual of the American Psychological Association, 6th edition, 
and/or abbreviated versions of it available on the internet.  
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A final paper is due at the last class which should be a draft of a section of your dissertation 
literature review. We will discuss this in class.  
 
Readings 
 
There is a Text for the course: Robson, C. (2016) Real World Research. I strongly suggest purchasing it as 
it is an excellent reference work to have around as you design your study. Note:  I have previously used 
the 3rd edition. Please get the 4th edition as it has a new chapter that I’m using below.  
 

1.   
 

9/11 What is science?  What does it mean to be scientific? 
Robson, C. . Chapter 2: Approaches to Social Research.  
 
 

2.   
 

9/12 Developing Research & Design Ideas 
Robson, Chapter 3: Developing Your Ideas & Chapter 4: General Design Issues.  
 

3. 9/13 Fixed Designs I 
Robson, Chapter 6: Fixed Designs pp. 101-122 (True experiments). 

4. 
 
 
 

9/25 Fixed Designs II 
Robson, Chapter 6:  Fixed Designs 126-133, 139-144. 

5. 10/9 Research Integration & Meta-analysis 
Oliver: Research Integration for Psychologists 
Glass & Kliegel: An apology for research integration in the study of psychotherapy 
 

6. 10/23 Evidence-Based Practice Debate 
Spring: Evidence-based practice in clinical psychology 

7. 11/6 Data Collection Methods I 
Robson, Chapter 11: Surveys and Questionnaires 

8. 11/7 Data Collection Methods II 
Robson, Chapter 12: Interviews and Focus Groups 

9. 11/8 Qualitative Data Analysis 
Robson, Chapter 7: Flexible Designs (Review closely the section on establishing 
trustworthiness in flexible designs, pp. 168-177). 
Midgley:  Psychoanalysis and qualitative psychology: complementary or 
contradictory paradigms? 
 

10. 11/20 Conducting Literature Reviews 
Robson: Chapter 5: Desk-based research 

11. 12/4 Critiquing a Study 
Royse, D. (1991) Reading and Critiquing Research Manuscripts Research Methods in 
Social Work. Chicago: Nelson-Hall Publishers. pp. 267-268. 
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Critically Reading Journal Articles.  
www.colby.edu/biology/bi319/GuideReadJour.doc 
 

12. 12/18 Ethical and Political Considerations 
Robson, Chapter 10: Ethical and Political Considerations 
Soldz: CIA Experiments in Torture https://www.counterpunch.org/2010/06/07/cia-
experiments-in-torture/  
 

13. 1/8 Process Research on Psychodynamic Psychotherapy  
Soldz: The therapeutic interaction: Research perspectives 

14.  1/15 Expressing Analytic Concepts in Ordinary Language  
Boston Institute for Psychotherapy Change Assessment Tool [BIP-CAT – Look over 
and read at least 7 items, including Object Relations items] 
Shedler: A new language for psychoanalysis 
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